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Last Chapter of 

246 / 1942 Herbert Jørgensen’s Legacy.

Herbert had indicated to me, (maybe as long as a year or more before Herbert died), 
that when he no longer was going to be around, he would be donating all his guns to the Club, as his sons were not interested in taking them over.
 
Herbert also knew that I probably was the only one with the appropriate license in the club, which legally could take position of the guns. His instruction was that I was to dispose of them and that any monies derived from the sale would go to ØKG/ECG. 
About a year after Herbert had died his 2 sons Timmy & Wayne had finished sprucing up, painting etc. Herbs home ready to have it listed and sold. I had a call to come to Hamilton and pick up the guns, which I did on a Sunday afternoon in the fall of 2010, Anne came with me to give me a hand.

What I had not realized was the number of guns Herbert had accumulated over the years, 11 in total, ranging from 3 12 gauge shotguns, a Lee-Enfield rifle and 7 22 caliber target rifles, including a couple of Russian made.


Now came the challenge for me to find interested buyers. At ØKGs annual AGM in Nov. 2010 I first brought up the chance for our members to buy if interested. There were none interested, some of the reasons for that could possibly be attributed to the very strict rules imposed in Canada a number of years earlier on gun owners.

My next move was a Gun Show and sale in late Nov. 2010 in Milton, my home town. I had taken the 3 Shotguns plus the Lee-Enfield along to test the response. I found one person interested in the Lee-Enfield, after some negotiation and also making sure, that he was in position of a legal license to by and own, the first sale was made. 
About 2 weeks later a local Gun and Sportsman’s Club in Milton had their annual Turkey shoot, again I took the 3 Shotguns with me, but no luck, only to be told one had no value as it was, rightfully so, rusted inside the barrel as well as on the outside.


My next move was a large Gun Show in Ancaster in mid Dec. I could rent a table for $25.00 and try and sell a few guns there, this was however a larger undertaking as I was uncomfortable to go alone. I contacted Poul Rasmussen, our Vice President, if he could  come along to record possible buyers information such as name, phone No. and not least legal permit to own a gun, Poul was willing to do that.

On the day of the show Poul and I sat out at 08.00hr from my place, we had about ¾ to 1hr. drive in pouring rain. Exhibiters’ were known to set up as early as 06.00hr; show was open to the public from 08.00 to 13.00hr. We arrived there at about 09.00hr got all 10 Guns loaded on a 4 wheel dolly and found our table amidst 70 to a100 other vendors; it was a huge hall with lots of people wandering isles up and down. By the end of the day I would estimate a few thousand people would have gone through the hall. 
I should mention here that I had a large picture of Herbert along and above in large letters written ESTATE SALE for the late Herbert Jørgensen.


Within the first hour we had sold 5 guns and then we had a couple of fellows come by
looking over the last guns, when finally one of them came over to me and said he was interested in the 5 guns. I looked at him and said are you sure?  He answered yes give me a price. 
Now I had to do a fast calculation and finally came up with a price that I felt comfortable with. I turned and said to him this price I am about to give you now is a firm price and if you are to start chewing  me down, I will ad another $50.00 to the whole lot.  He mulled it over for a while when I overheard his partner suggested to try and get the price down. The original fellow said I don’t think he (meaning me) is going to budge. After another minute he turned and said OK I will take them all.

So in about 1½hr all 10 guns had been sold, now it’s quite possible that Herbert would have turned in his grave had he known the sales price. 
I must say Herbert had accumulated all the guns over the years and would have known the value of the guns, but I was not privy to that.


Without naming any $ amount the club got a boost in the Treasury box.
A big thank you to Poul Rasmussen for his help. 

  
I was happy and not to mention Anne, to have the arsenal out of the house.


Thank you Herbert.
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J. Birk Andersen
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